Minutes of Safety Group Fife Meeting

Held 14th November 2011 at

Dunfermline Building Society, Caledonia House

Carnegie Avenue, Dunfermline.

Present

Colin Sparling


FMC Technologies


Peter Ager


Fife Council

David Cant


Carnegie College

David Jones


Velux Company Ltd
Ian Norton


North British Distillery

Derek Armatage

CDMi Ltd

Mick Graham


Babcock

William Millar

Strath Safety

Mark Russell


Dunfermline B S 

John Johnston


FMC Technologies
Eddie Allan


Tullis Russell

Kenny Grieve


Tullis Russell

Richard Wilson

QMU

Apologies

Apologies were received from Sheena Johnston, Andy Martin and Ted Boynton (Speaker).
Chairman’s Opening Remarks

Peter opened the meeting by welcoming everyone along. He apologised that this evenings speaker (Ted Boynton) had called off last minute due to troubles with his car, he had broken down just outside Newcastle on his way up. Ted had sent his apologies and would rearrange his visit for a future date.
Open Forum
In the absence of the speaker Peter had brought in a copy of the ScORSA Driving Risk Assessment at Work Toolkit. The DVD supplied with the Toolkit was viewed and discussed. General consensus was that the DVD and Toolkit contained some valuable information which would be useful for businesses with fleets.
The toolkit would give them sufficient information to develop a policy supported by a risk assessment regime.

A general discussion took place on driving policies and companies approach to them. There was quite a varied approach round the table.

Feedback on Fire Station Visit

David Cant gave a brief description of last months visit to the new Dunfermline Fire Station, all who had attended agreed that it had been an extremely interesting event. DC expressed his thanks to Graham Barkley and Gavin McKerchar for hosting the visit. John Johnston will post the photographs taken on the website.

Dermatitis Survey in Catering

Peter raised the topic of dermatitis in catering, he explained that Fife Council planned to carry out a survey across Fife to gauge the level of the problem, this would likely be followed by an education programme to raise awareness. 

Peter displayed a copy of the assessment for discussion. He also asked how many businesses round the table had catering facilities on site, a high proportion had.

A copy of the survey will be issued with the minutes.

Gas Safety

Peter raised the topic of certificates of competency for engineers, confusion sometimes arises when engineers who hold domestic qualifications find themselves working within non-domestic premises where domestic appliances have been installed.
The attached document with the minutes on Gas Safety should help clarify the situation for SME’s. The engineers certification should always be checked prior to commencing work.

This also links into one of the prosecutions highlighted in the HSE November list, where Domestic engineers attended a Non-Domestic premise to carry out work on a system leaving it in an unsafe condition emitting Carbon Monixide, a second engineer called to the premise the next day was nearly overcome by the fumes. 
Recent HSE Prosecutions

A copy of the November prosecutions by the HSE is attached with the minutes.
Date of next Meeting.

The date of the next meeting is Monday 12th  December at 7.00pm at FMC Technologies, the visit will include a presentation and tour of the wind farm facility recently installed and commissioned at FMC. Please register your intent to attend in advance, this will allow appropriate security arrangements to be made in advance and speed up the signing in process.
There being no further business, Peter closed the meeting and thanked everyone for attending.
Mark Russell

Secretary

Safety Group Fife
