Safety Group – Fife
Visit to Dunfermline Fire Station

10th October 2011 

Present

John Johnston


FMC Technologies

Jane Mac Donald

FMC Technologies
David Jones


Velux Company Ltd

Ian Norton


North British Distillery

Tom Canning


Self
Richard Wilson

Queen Margaret University

David Cant


Carnegie College

Andy Martin


Fife H&S Consultants

Apologies

Apologies were received from Mark Russell, Peter Ager, Colin Sparling and Annemarie Smith
On arrival at the Fire Station for a 7 O’clock start members were met by Watch Manager Gavin McKerchar, who was our host for the evening, and offered tea or coffee.
Gavin started the visit with a presentation outlining the structure of Fife Fire Brigade with the Headquarters in Thornton, 5 “wholetime” and 8 “retained “ stations.  This was shown by a map of Fife divided into the different areas.  Pictures of the various appliances in action in Fife were shown and Gavin explained there roles and the stations to which they were attached.  Time was spent explaining the role of the new state of the art Command Control Vehicle, which we would see later as it was on station, and the new “pods” based at Lochgelly.
The new Fire Station at Dunfermline was opened in March 2010 at a cost of £4.2 million and is the largest in Fife.  The west Fife area, which it covers, has the largest risk profile in Fife with 46,000 domestic and 2,400 non-domestic premises.  It also has high risk companies in the area such as Longannet Power Station,  Rosyth Dockyard, Open Cast etc and also Mosssmoran is on the outskirts of its area.  The station is operated by 4 Watch Managers, 16 Crew Managers and 48 Firefighters over 4 Watches.  Also based in the station are 1 Station Manager, 2 Community Officers, and 1 Admin Assistant.
Gavin showed us various pictures showing training scenarios` demonstrating how fire fighters are trained to carry out their work including the cutting open of cars, cliff rescue, rescue from fast flowing rivers etc.  A short video clip demonstrated what happens when by for example opening a door, fresh air is introduced to the fire a “flash over” occurs.  Another video demonstrated a rear end car crash at 70 mph then showed the same scene this time in slow motion showing the movement of the cars and how the debris is ejected and spread.  Gavin explained how the Fire Brigade and the Road Traffic Police use this information to help them determine the causes of real crashes.
Gavin showed an aerial picture of Rosyth Dockyard which had an artist’s impression imposed on it of what the new carrier will look like when completed.  The sponson’s which overhang from the top of the carrier to give a wide flight deck extend over the dockside by 18 metres which means any fire appliance attending a fire will be under this metal canopy causing communication problems.  Babcock and the Fire Brigade are working to alleviate this problem. 
Gavin told us of the work the community side of the Fire Brigade advising people of fire precautions and the fitting of smoke detectors in domestic premises.  One area Fife Fire Brigade are proud of is the work they do with the young people.  They come to the station only if they have attended school full time for the previous 4 weeks, they are not allowed to smoke or swear and must treat the officers with respect.  Gavin says the course is making a difference to the youth’s of Fife and all leave having enjoyed their time with the Brigade.
Before we continued to visit the rest of the station Gavin asked if there were any question.  Dave Jones asked about the traffic lights at the roundabout on Queensferry Road where he was stopped one night, no appliance appeared, the lights stopped, the traffic moved then the appliance appeared with blue lights flashing and two tones blaring.  Stifling his laughter Gavin explained they are having teething troubles with the system.  If the call comes in and the alarm is sounded the firemen have to get to the vehicle, dress into their kit, board the appliance then the vehicle can proceed.  If the button which controls the lights is pushed when the alarm is raised this means cars can be held at the roundabout un-necessarily and the lights can go out before the appliance reaches the area.  This procedure is being looked into by the brigade.
Gavin took the members on a tour of the station building ending in the appliance area where 4 vehicles stood in readiness.  He had asked at the control office if a mock emergency call out could be arranged.  This occurred when we were in the appliance area with the alarm going off and the doors opening.  The first vehicle we examined was the new state-of-the-art Command Control Vehicle with Gavin proudly highlighting the two (one inside and one outside) large screen television sets which can be split into 4 sections so several pieces of information can be viewed at once. A duty fireman, Mike Clyne, appeared and offered Gavin help in showing the group around the vehicles.  This was accepted by Gavin as Mike was a driver and could explain better the workings of the vehicle especially the pumps.  The next vehicle we looked at was a pump and Mike and Gavin went through all the lockers at each side and the rear explaining what they held and the uses of the equipment.  The last vehicle was the new platform machine with our two hosts explaining how it worked, the problems they had when it was new and the benefits it has with the water nozzle being able to be worked by remote control.
Gavin once again asked those present if they had any further questions and once they were answered David Cant thanked him on behalf of the group for an enjoyable and enlightening visit.
